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Dear Mr. Hughey: 

This is the response of our clients, Hillary Clinton for President and Shelly Moskwa, as 
Treasurer (collectively, the "Committee*' or "Respondents**) to the complaint filed in Matter 
Under Review C*MUR**) 644S. In short, tiiis complaint, via supplemental filing, admits that the 
allegation therem has no merit and should be dismissed, and accordingly, wholly fails to recite 
any facts that would constitute a violation of the law. 

In summaiy, the Complaint alleges that a contribution received by the Committee from 
"well-known actor and comedian" Eddie Izzard was made in violation of 2 U.S.C. 441e, the 
prohibition on contributions by foreign nationals in the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, 
as amended. However, by supplemental filing, compiaimuit concedes that the public record as it 
existed prior to the filing of tiie complaint, appears to indicate that Mr. Izzard is a green card 
holder and a legally eligible contributor under the law. Consequeiitiy, complaint seeks the 
withdrawal and/or dismissal of its complaint. Clearly, in seeking withdrawal nnd/or dismissal of 
the complaint, complainant recognizes tiia! this complaint fails, in both form and substance, to 
describe any potential violations by Respondents. 

1. The rnmpliint Shoald Be Dismissed Beeanse ItDoeaJJot Meet The Minimum 
Reoiilremeats For A Complafat Uadar The FEC RegulatioBS 

Under the Act and Commission regulations, a complaint, to be sufficient, valid and 
appropriate for filing and consideration by the Commission, must conform to certain provisions 
set forth at 11 C.F.R. 111.4(d). Included in those minimum provisions are the following 
requirements: 

(3) The comphint should contain a clear and concise lecitation of the facts which 
describe a violation of a statute or regulation over which the Commission has 
jurisdiction; and 
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(4) The complaint should be accompanied by any documentation supporting the 
facts alleged if such documentation is known of, or available to, the compfaiinant. 

The original complaint herein merely speculates, based on selective biographical 
infonnation, that Mr. Iczard did not possess a green card. Beyond the minimal speculation and 
faulty reseamh, no proof or actual hiformation is provided. Within four days of filing, 
complainant supplemented its own filing with infonnation sufHcient to rebut the original 
speculative allegations. See Supplemental ComplainI, December 20,2010, pages 1-2. 

Merely swearing to speculative and unsubstantiated words not supported by facts or 
personal knowledge should not give rise to Commission consideration of a matter under review, 

^ particularly when information contrary to the allegation is provided by complainant itself 

^ The Complaint simply makes an erroneoas assumption without merit, based wholly on 
Q) irrelevant information, and without doing even the most basic review of the applicable legal 
fsjl standards, in order to allege that the Committee engaged in prohibited .activity. The Commission 
«T should see this complaint for the nuisance that it is, and dismiss it forthwith. 

Q Z. RcsDondents Had No Reasna to Believe that fhf T̂rrtriHatioa atlssae Is 
"1 )(mpermiwjlylft 

Pursuant to 11 CFR 110.20(g), no person shall knowingly solicit, accept or receive a 
contribution from a foreign national. The term "knowingly" means:. .that a person must: (i) 
have actual knowledge that the source of the fonds solicited, accepted or received is a foreign 
national; (ii) he awaie of facts that would lead n reasonahle person to conclude that there is a 
substantial probability that the source of the fimds solicited, accepted or received is a foreign 
national; or (iii) be aware of facts that would lead a reasonable person to inquire whether the 
source of the funds solicited, accepted or received is a foreign national, but the person failed to 
conduct a reasonable inquiry.** 11 CFR 11020(aX4). Further, pursuant to 11 CFR 1 l0.20(aXS), 
"pertinent facts include, but are not limited to: (i) tfie contributor or donor uses a foreign passport 
or passport number for identification purposes; (ii)the contributor or donor provides a foreign 
address; (iii) the contributor or donor makes a contribution or donation by means of a check or 
other written instrument drawn on a foreign bank or by a wire transfer from a foreign bank; or 
(iv) the cnntribmer or donor resides nbroad.** 

None of the conditions cited above are present here. The Committee did not have 
information or knowledge to suggest that Mr. Izzard's contribution was made by a foreign 
national, was not aware of any facts indicating a probability that the contribution was from a 
foreign natioiuil, or any facts that would prompt an inquiry. Specifically, there was no foreign 
identification used to make the contribution, the address provided was a U.S, not a foreign 
address, and the contribution was not made by foreign check. 

As the complaint notes, Mr. Izzatd mnde a conlribntion of $2,300 ito the Connnittee on 
October 7,2008. This eontributinn was made via means of personal credit card an tho donation 
page of the Committee's website. This donation page coninfaied the appropriate affirmation or 
warning stating "I am not a foreign national who leaks permanent residence status in the United 
States." See Exhibit A. All contributors were required to check a box confirming the troth and 
accuracy of that statement, and should the contributor have failed to check this box, the 
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Committee's contribution processing system would not have processed the contribution, and the 
transaction would not have gone through. See Exhibit B. 

Upon information and belief, and to the best of the Committee's knowledge, based on the 
above-described operational aspects of its contribution processing system, Mr. Izzard checked the 
afiirmation box attesting that he was not a foreign national who lacked permanent resident status, 
i.e., he was a green card holder. Id. Nothing in the records pertaining to this contribution or the 
making thereof gave the Committee reason to believe that Mr. Izzard was a foreign national. The 
address that he provided was located within the United States.' 

Finally, the public record, as provided by complainant, indicates that Mr. Izzard is a 
green card holder, and therefore, legally eligible to contribute to the Committee. Nothing that the 

^ Committee has seen in the public recoid or in connection with this particuhu- contribution would 
K.| alter that conelusioii.' The Committee was aware of no facts that would have prompted an 
cn inquiry.̂  
(V 

In sum, the Complaint is based on pure speculation and the documents attached to it do 
not support a single violation of the Act. For this reason, the Commission should dismiss it 

2 immediately. Accordingly, Respondents respectfoUy request that the Commission find no reason 
]j to believe that any violation of tiie Federal Election Ounpaign Act of 1971 (the "Act**), as 

amended, ur the Commission regulations has occurred and close tfiis MUR as expeditiously as 

Respectfiilly submitted. 

Eric Kleinfeld 
Lyn Utrecht 

* Comphiinant suggests that the use of a business address is "bogus," See Complaint, page 2. Contrary to 
that assertion, it is common prsctice fin- contributors provide business addresses when contributing by 
means of a website and in tlw absence of a check pre-printed widi a home address. 

' There is certainly no infcnmation to suggest tfiat the Committee had any actual knowledge that Mr. Izard 
might not be a green card holder. 

' Hie Committee had in place a compUance process that did, an occasion prompt inquiries as to tfie 
permissibility of eontributiom when certain Acts WOK available, such as fineign addresses or foreign bank 
accounts, and in those cases, die Committee obtained sufficient information to demonstrate that such 
confributions were pemiissible. See Exhibit B. 
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^ EXfflBIT A 
MUR 644S, Hilkury Clinton for President and Shelly Moskwa, as Treasurer 



HillaryClinton.com - Make a Contribution Page 1 of 1 

Click here to cftitfcMiMte ^ RMil 

CONTACT INFORNAnON 

First Name: 

Last Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: ^ 

Zip: 

Phone: 

Email: 

EMPLOYMENT 

i To comply with Federel law «M must oi)tain your 
employment infonnBtlon. 

I If not employed, enter 'none* 

Employer: 

Occupation: 

Click jier«.if. yqu ere «n Amerioijit living .etorosd 

SELECT GONTRXBUnON AMOUNT 

€)$10 €)$50 ®S250 OSIOOO ®S2300 

€)$25 ©$100 GSSOO GsiSOO ®Others 

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 

Card Number: 3 K H I 

Explretton: B 

Security Code: («tfi«£s tMiT) 

CONFIRM VOUR EUOiaXLXTY 

E l By clieddng this box. 1 conflrm that the fbilowing statements are true 
and accurate: 
1. 1 designate this ODntribution fbr 2008 primery eleelion debt 

retirement. 
2. Thb contribution Is made from my own ftinds« and not tfiose of 

anotlter. 
3. This contribution Is not nnade from the general treasury fkinds of a 

corporation, labor organiiation or national bank. 
4. I am not a Federel govemment oontracter. 
5. I am not a foreign national who lades permanent resident status in 

the United States. 
6. I am at least 18 yeare or age. 
7. This Gontrlbutloi» b made on • pereonal credit or debit card for 

wMch I have the legal obUgstlon to pay, and Is made neMier on a 
corporate or business entity card nor on the card of another. 

S. I am not a registered fbreign agent. 

UBr,1IT 

Having a problem with your oontributkm? figntact.Ua 

Your contribuUon Is not ten-deductible for federal income tax purposes. An individual may contribute a maximum of $2,300. By 
submitting your contribution, you agree Uiat your contribution is designated for the 2008 primary election debt retirement when 
aggregated with all of the indhrlduab other 2008 primary contributions. Corporations and individuals are strictly prohibited from 
reimbursing another person (br making a contribMon to Hillary Qlnton for PrssMent. To comply with Federel law, we must use best 
efforts to obtain, mabitam, and submit the namê  mailing address, occupadon and name of employer of indlvldualB whose contributions 
exceed $200 in an election cyde. 

Fold for by HHIary Qlnton for President 

https://contribute.hillaiycampaign2008.coni/foim.html?Sc==2S44 1/6/2011 
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^ EXHIBIT B 
MUR 644S, Hillary Clinton for President and Shelly Moskwa, as Treasurer 


